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Diamonds shine at Horizon Swiss Flight Academy

Bülach (Switzerland), August 2, 2007 - Horizon Swiss Flight Academy has invested in the latest aircraft technologies for commercial flight training. The new twin engine Diamond DA42 Twin Star and its replica simulator the D-SIM-42 set new standards in modern flight training. In future Horizon will use only the most advanced technologies to train its cadets. 

The Diamond DA42 is made from carbon fibre, rather than aluminium and is equipped with modern ‘glass cockpit’ technologies rather than traditional electromagnetic cockpit instruments. The DA42 is the most advanced twin engine trainer on the market today. Horizon enables commercial and instrument students to practice and complete their training on an aircraft equipped with the most up to date technology. The identical simulator is an industry recognised training platform. Horizon students are trained to become airline and business pilots with a combination of flying and simulator practice using the most modern cockpit standards available today, as well as practicing on the job scenarios. The simulator will be installed by October this year, with the aircraft available from January 2008. 

A continuous tradition of innovation 

Horizon distinguishes itself by innovation. The school has been using simulators to train licensed pilots since 1990. This provides practical cockpit experience at the highest levels demanded for future pilots. With the new DA 42 Twin Star and the simulator, Horizon continues its tradition of strong innovation and guarantees first class training. The new DA42 simulator is identical to the aircraft cockpit and features the modern Garmin G1000 glass cockpit. The simulation system reproduces scenery in intricate detail. The simulator offers many different flight scenarios in which to practice and it can be adapted for different levels of ability and different curriculum. This guarantees a focused education. The actual flying is also an essential part of the training. These are the best conditions in which to train fledgling line pilots, to familiarise them with current cockpit technologies and give them the confidence to cope with mistakes.

Environmentally friendly aircraft 

The Twin Star works on many levels: fuel consumption of its turbocharged diesel engines is 50% lower than that of similar aircraft in its class. Emissions are greatly reduced and the elegant four seater is also extremely quiet. “With this investment Horizon provides a first class education offering the best grounding for a career as a pilot,” beams supervisory board president Bruno Dobler. 

About Horizon

More than 4,000 pilots trained. Horizon is the leading private flight training school in Switzerland. It offers every type of licence, from a private pilots’ licence to an airline transport pilots licence, to the strictest European standards. Horizon augments its modern flight training with internet based study as a supplement to traditional learning forms for the demanding theoretical part of the course. This combination of distance learning and lessons in the classroom offers greater time flexibility for tomorrow’s pilots. The main focus is on practical training using state of the art simulators and aircraft. An ATPL course lasts 15 months full time or around 30 months for students who work part time. Entry requirements are a completed vocational training course or matriculation from school, plus knowledge of English and successfully passing Horizon Swiss Flight Academy’s entry test. Since its inception Horizon has trained more than 4,000 pilots who now fly for airlines all over the world. Horizon employs 107 motivated highly qualified instructors. All training takes place at Zurich and Grenchen airports. Horizon Swiss Flight Academy is headquartered in Grenchen and Bülach (Switzerland) and was founded by Bruno Dobler in 1979. Dobler is CEO of Helvetic Airways. 

Pictures can be found under http://www.linienpilot.ch/pressefotos.htm
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